Statement of the International Federation of Medical Students’
Associations (IFMSA)

Agenda Item 16: WHO's work in health emergencies
158th WHO Executive Board Meeting

Honorable Chair, distinguished delegates,

The International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations thanks WHO for its
critical role in responding to health emergencies.

We highlight the growing impact of the climate crisis, now exacerbating over 75% of
health emergencies. Simultaneously, ongoing cuts to global health financing,
specifically to women’s health, deepen existing gender-based inequities and threaten
UHC.

In acute and protracted crises, local experts are indispensable. They lead surveillance,
community outreach, continuity of care and emergency management, in
resource-constrained settings. Investing in their training is essential. Equally important
is safeguarding the neutrality and protection of health facilities and personnel to ensure
continuity of primary health care, mental health, and psychosocial support.

In times of limited resources, efficiency must not compromise equity. Now, more than
ever, we cannot leave anyone behind.

Thank you.

Contact person: Sie Meng Lee, Liaison Officer to the World Health Organization -
lwho@ifmsa.org
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