Statement of the International Federation of Medical Students’
Associations (IFMSA)

Agenda Item 14: Draft updated global action plan on antimicrobial resistance
156th WHO Executive Board Meeting

Honourable Chair, Distinguished Delegates,

The IFMSA recognizes antimicrobial resistance as a critical and accelerating threat to global
health, and health equity. AMR compromises routine care, surgical safety, and progress towards
UHC, disproportionally affecting LMICs.

Effective AMR responses require more than technical solutions, they require sustained
investment in the health workforce and meaningful engagement of care providers. As future
prescribers and health system leaders, medical students and young doctors are central to
antimicrobial stewardship, infection prevention and control, surveillance, and community
engagement.

We call on Member States to integrate youth in national AMR action plans through education,
governance, and accountability mechanisms, and to strengthen competency-based AMR
training across all levels of health education. We urge WHO to continue supporting youth
engagement, to ensure commitments translate into implementation.

AMR action must move from awareness to accountability, with youth as essential partners.
Thank you.

Contact person: Sie Meng Lee, Liaison Officer to the World health Organization -
lwho@ifmsa.org



mailto:lwho@ifmsa.org

