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Esteemed delegates and Honorable Chairperson, 
 
IFMSA welcomes the Draft Global Strategy for Integrated Emergency, Critical and 
Operative Care 2026-2035 and we recognise the need for comprehensive, affordable 
and universally accessible ECO services in order to achieve Universal Health Coverage 
by 2030. 
 
However, effective implementation of the strategy depends on sustained investment 
and its ability to reach vulnerable and marginalised groups. We ask for deliberate 
integration of ECO services in Universal Health Coverage packages and models of care 
to ensure equitable essential services. Furthermore, its success will also depend on 
trained, protected and supported health workers, as well as the meaningful inclusion of 
community first responders throughout the process, from planning to service delivery. 
 
Without these steps, health systems will remain unprepared in health emergencies and 
existing inequities in access to life-saving care will persist.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Contact person: Sie Meng Lee, Liaison Officer to the World Health Organization - 
lwho@ifmsa.org 
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