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Honorable Chair, distinguished delegates, 

The IFMSA believes that strengthening the evidence base for public health and social 
measures is essential for effective and equitable health emergency responses, as 
high-quality research allows us to understand both the impact and adherence. 

However, medical curricula often do not equip future healthcare professionals with 
sufficient training in public health research, implementation science, and evidence 
translation, creating a critical gap in preparedness. 

Addressing this gap requires building a robust evidence base through rigorous 
interdisciplinary research, as the effects of public health and social measures extend 
beyond health outcomes. Incorporating insights from social sciences, policy, 
economics, and implementation science is therefore essential to guide effective 
interventions. 

Ultimately, evidence is only as strong as the people who generate it. Healthcare 
professionals must be equipped not only to follow public health measures, but also to 
contribute to the evidence that shapes them. 

Thank you. 

Contact person: Sie Meng Lee, Liaison Officer to the World Health Organization - 
lwho@ifmsa.org 
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