Statement of the International Federation of Medical Students’

Associations (IFMSA)

Agenda Item 22: Strengthening rehabilitation in health systems
158th WHO Executive Board Meeting

Esteemed Chairperson and distinguished delegates,

IFMSA welcomes the DGs report and commends the Rehabilitation 2030 initiative. With
2.6 billion people living with conditions that could benefit from rehabilitation, unmet
needs disproportionately affect persons with disabilities, elderly, those with chronic
conditions, and people in humanitarian settings. Rehabilitation is not just care - it is a
chance for patients to regain independence, function, and dignity. Too often, therapy is
cut short, even when more support could make a difference.

Aligning with IFMSA policies on UHC, health equity, and human resources, we call for
integrated, people-centred systems with multidisciplinary workforces, sustainable
financing, and quality services. We also support global indicators and digital tools to
track progress.

We cannot stand by while patients are denied care that could restore their lives - we
must act now, leaving no one behind.

Contact person: Sie Meng Lee, Liaison Officer to the World Health Organization -
lwho@ifmsa.org
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