Statement of the International Federation of Medical Students’
Associations (IFMSA)

Agenda Item 10: Primary Healthcare
158th WHO Executive Board Meeting

Esteemed delegates and Honorable Chairperson,

| speak on behalf of the International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations,
representing youth and future health professionals. Primary health care is the
foundation of sustainable, equitable, and people-centred health systems, and the
pathway to universal health coverage by 2030.

Yet PHC remains underfunded, fragmented and inaccessible to vulnerable populations.
Persistent shortages across the global health workforce limits the provision of quality
and resilient primary health care. We also underline the critical role of continued PHC in
emergencies, humanitarian settings, and fragile contexts, where continuity of care and
community trust are vital.

IFMSA calls on Member States to meaningfully and continuously invest in PHC, ensure
community participation, and integrate PHC into workforce development. PHC is not an
option - it is non-negotiable.

Thank you.
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