Statement of the International Federation of Medical Students’
Associations (IFMSA)

Agenda Item 15. Harmonization of regulatory approaches, governance and standards

for data, digital health and artificial intelligence in the health sector
158th WHO Executive Board Meeting

Esteemed Chairperson, Honorable Delegates,

The IFMSA affirms digital health as a cornerstone of Universal Health Coverage.
However, rapid innovation in artificial intelligence has outpaced regulatory capacity,
increasing risks to patient safety. We cannot practice safe medicine within fragmented
systems or upon fragile data foundations.

We ask the Board: In this era of transformation, can we afford for the laws governing
our health data to lag behind the technologies they are meant to protect?

We urge WHO and Member States to:

e Commit to a Global Resolution on Health Data Governance to ensure ethical,
cross-border standards.

e Establish Legislative Safeguards that protect the clinical relationship and prevent
algorithmic bias.

e Empower all stakeholders, including Youth and Healthcare professionals as
Architects of the 2028-2033 Strategy to ensure systems are safe and truly
needs-based.

Trust is the foundation of health; let us build it together.

Thank you.

Contact person: Sie Meng Lee, Liaison Officer to the World Health Organization -

lwho@ifmsa.org
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