Statement of the International Federation of Medical Students’

Associations (IFMSA)

Agenda Item 26. Economics of Health for All
158th WHO Executive Board Meeting

The International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA) strongly
supports the Draft Strategy for Economics of Health for All. As future physicians, we
observe firsthand how prioritising profit over people drive us further from sustainable
development and health equity.

We call upon Member States:

e To refocus economic and policy approaches to recognise health and
well-being as shared benefits rather than expenditures, measured across
sectors, and guided by intersectoral governance and inclusive participation.

e To advance research and promote accountability on trade and supply chain
disruptions in the health sector, ensuring stronger, more resilient health systems
in emergencies.

e To invest in the health workforce, recognizing them as an indispensable part of
creating sustainable and economically viable health systems.

Health systems should not merely correct market failures, but actively shape markets to
protect and promote healthy human life.

Thank you.
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