Statement of the International Federation of Medical Students’
Associations (IFMSA)

Agenda Item 8. Communicable diseases
158th WHO Executive Board Meeting

Esteemed delegates and Honorable Chairperson,

The International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA) recognizes
both progress and ongoing challenges in the communicable diseases agenda. As future
health professionals, we witness daily how stalled immunization efforts and high
out-of-pocket costs for tuberculosis continue to affect communities.

To reach the 2030 targets, we urge Member States to prioritize zero-dose children and
other vulnerable populations, particularly in fragile and conflict-affected areas, and to
focus on ensuring immunization through PHC.

We stress the importance of a One Health approach. Environmental issues are strongly
linked to Communicable Diseases, and we must address ecological drivers of emerging
and Neglected Tropical Diseases.

Finally, health workers should be supported to contribute meaningfully, through health
education that strengthens competencies in disease prevention, outbreak response and
pandemic preparedness.

Thank you.

Contact person: Sie Meng Lee, Liaison Officer to the World Health Organization -

lwho@ifmsa.org
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