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Honorable Chair and Distinguished Delegates, 

The International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations welcomes the theme of 

“Women’s empowerment and its link to sustainable development” at the sixtieth session of the 

Commission on the Status of Women.  

As the future generation of healthcare providers, it is up to us to carry out the 2030 agenda. 

However, the Millennium Development Agenda has left us with unfinished business. Lack of 

proper access to sexual and reproductive health services, including Comprehensive Sexuality 

Education, access to safe and legal abortion, and family planning services, contribute to rates 

of unintended adolescent pregnancies, maternal mortality and deaths from unsafe abortions. 

These can all be prevented by fully implementing the 2030 agenda, and creating universal 

access to sexual and reproductive health.  

Gender equity is a basic human right. However, much work remains to be done to ensure 

that this right is respected. Gender inequity and discrimination both within and outside the 

medical field contribute to poorer health outcomes. Immediate and sustained action is required 

to achieve equal representation, equal opportunities, and equal pay rates in the medical 

profession, regardless of sex or gender. 

We also need to remove the barriers that prevent women from fully exercising their right to 

health. These barriers include national laws that restrict women’s right to decide whether, 

when, and how often to have children. Action also needs to be taken to end harmful practices 

towards women and girls including female genital mutilation, early and forced child marriage 

as well as gender-based violence in all its forms.  

We call on member states to ensure that all women and girls can live free from violence 

and gender-related stigma, regardless of their age, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, sexual 

orientation or gender identity. We also want to see women and girls being equally represented 

within decision-making bodies at all levels.  



We live in an era with the largest number of young people entering their reproductive age 

in history. We need girls and young women in our generation to be empowered and feel safe 

and free from judgement and stigma while seeking medical services. 

The time for change has come, and time for change is now. As the medical students of 

today, and the healthcare professionals of tomorrow, we are ready to take action to end stigma 

and discrimination in healthcare and to stand up for women and girls. Are you ready to stand 

with us? 


