
RATIONAL USE OF
ANTIBIOTICS

I N  D I F F E R E N T  H E A L T H  A R E A S

2,000,000
illnesses

23,000
deaths

In the world, E. coli is significantly resistant to third generation cephalosporins and
fluoroquinolones, two important and commonly used types of antibacterial medicine

In the world, according to the regions, from 25% to 90% of Staphyloccocus aureus
infections are methicillin-resistant.

"No action today, no cure tomorrow"

In 2013, just taking into account the USA,

antibiotic resistance was estimated to be
responsible for

How can antibiotic resistance happen ?

This is a worldwide issue.



- Preventing infections by regularly washing hands

- Practicing good food hygiene

- Avoiding close contact with sick people

- Keeping vaccinations up to date

- Using only antibiotics when prescribed

- Taking the full prescription

- Never using left-over antibiotics

- Preventing infections by ensuring hands,

instruments and environment are clean

- Keeping patients' vaccinations up to date

- Only prescribing and dispensing antibiotics

when they are truly needed

- Choosing the right antibiotic, at the right dose,

for the right duration

- Developping a robust national plan, including

surveillance of antibiotic-resistant infections,

strengthening infection prevention and control

measures.

- Making information on the impact of antibiotic

resistance available

- Rewarding the development of new treatments,

vaccines or diagnostics.

- Ensure that antibiotics given to animals are only used to

treat infectious diseases and under veterinary supervision.

- Vaccinate animals to reduce the need for antibiotics

- Develop alternatives to the use of antibiotics in plants.

- Promote and apply good practices at all steps of

production and processing of foods from animal and plant

sources.

- Adopt sustainable systems with improved hygiene,

biosecurity and stress-free handling of animals.

- Implement international standards for the responsible

use of antibiotics, set out by OIE, FAO and WHO.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO TACKLE
ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE ?
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