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Summary 

For over 40 years, governments have made commitments to foreign aid at the international level 
in order to address poverty. Whilst some have followed through on these commitments, many have 
not, particularly in meeting the target of 0.7% of Gross National Income donated to foreign aid. The 
IFMSA, with engaged members in over 100 countries, is well placed to co-ordinate advocacy to 
these governments, and as such calls upon students to mobilize and lobby their governments to 
follow through on their international Foreign Aid commitments. 

Background  

Since 1970, various international agreements have been made by economically advanced 
countries to donate 0.7% of Gross National Income to developing countries (1). In 2000, all 189 
members of the United Nations affirmed their commitment to the Millennium Development Goals 
(2). These 8 targets are aimed at eradicating extreme poverty by 2015, and recognize the 
relationship between education, employment and health. Economically developed countries, again 
re-affirmed their commitment to increasing their contribution to foreign aid to 0.7% of GNI in order 
to achieve these goals in 2002 (3). 

In this context, Foreign Aid from OECD countries rose steadily from 1997 till 2010, before falling 
over 2011-12, and in 2013 was back to an all-time high (4). However, despite these increases, a 
relative minority of developed countries have reached the 0.7% GNI target. According to the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), only Norway, Sweden, 
Luxembourg, Denmark, the United Kingdom and Netherlands are likely to meet the 0.7% GNI 
Foreign Aid commitment by 2015 (4). 

With this increase in national foreign aid budgets, there has been extensive discussion at the 
international level regarding how aid should be spent. Of particular note are the 2005 Paris 
Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and the 2008 Accra Agenda for Action (5, 6). Both statements 
represent a commitment from developed and developing countries to reform the delivery and 
management of aid, and have since been agreed upon through the Busan Partnership Agreement 
(6). These five principles of aid effectiveness are: 

1. Encouraging local ownership, through developing countries setting their own strategies for 

poverty reduction, improving institutions and tackling corruption. 

2. Alignment of donor countries behind these development strategies, ensuring that local 

systems are used to achieve them. 

3. Harmonization and co-ordination or practices and programs to reduce costs, share 

information, simplify procedures and avoid duplication 

4. A focus on results from both donors and developing countries, and ensuring that these 

results are measured. 

5. That donors and partners are mutually accountable for development results. 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The IFMSA is a Federation of National Member Organizations with engaged members in over 100 
countries all over the world. As such, National Member Organizations of the IFMSA are well placed 
to advocate to national governments to support the scale-up of foreign aid, as well as for the 
application of commitments made at the international level. 

Policy 

The IFMSA believes that: 

1. The scale-up of foreign aid is vital to ensure that global health and development can be 

adequately financed 

2. Governments should employ the approached agreed on in regards to Aid Effectiveness at 

the international level. 

3. National Member Organizations of the IFMSA are placed in an ideal position to advocate 

directly to governments to ensure that these ideals can be achieved. 

 

Thus, the IFMSA calls upon 

1. National governments to uphold their long-standing commitments to up-scale foreign aid, 

and commit 0.7% of their Gross National Income 

2. Aid donors and their partners to uphold the five principles of aid effectiveness as described 

in the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness: 

a. Ownership 

b. Alignment 

c. Harmonization 

d. Results 

e. Mutual Accountability 

3. National Member Organizations to actively advocate to their governments to ensure that 

these principles are upheld. 
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