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Summary 

The International Federation of Medical Students Association (IFMSA) recognizes 
the period 2011-2020 as the Decade of Action for Global Road Safety. IFMSA 
acknowledges the global burden of mortality and morbidity resulting from road traffic 
accidents, including the broad range of social and economic consequences that 
hinder the progress of nations towards the Sustainable Development Goals. IFMSA 
welcomes the actions and activities of the United Nations, World Health 
Organization, World Bank, and other multi-national, regional and national 
organizations to address this rapidly growing epidemic. IFMSA calls on members to 
recognize the Decade of Action for Road Safety and to encourage physicians in 
training and medical students to address the road injury epidemic.  
 
Introduction 

 
Each year over 1.3 million people die from road traffic accidents and 40-50 million 
people are seriously injured. Around 90 percent of these deaths and injuries, occur in 
developing countries and most of these road injuries and deaths can be prevented. 
In most countries road deaths account for more fatalities than malaria and 
tuberculosis. [1] Road crashes kill more children aged between 5 and 14 than 
malaria or HIV/AIDS, and are the leading cause of death of 15 to 29-year-olds 
globally. [1, 2] Every day, the equivalent of ten jumbo jets crash all over the world’s 
roads, robbing the world of valuable human capital and resources. [3] With road 
injury rates spiraling upward, road mortality is predicted to double by 2030 if no 
action is taken. [4] 
 
Road injuries can be prevented. Despite conventional wisdom, health and healthcare 
have an important role to play in curbing these escalating and frightening trends.[5] 
While road engineers, infrastructure banks, and decision-makers have obvious 
critical roles to play in addressing the epidemic, doctors, medical students and 
healthcare providers have much to contribute through patients’ education, injuries 
treatment and prevention, safety promotion and information on disabilities linked to 
road traffic accidents. [6,7] 
  



 
 
 

 
Main text 

IFMSA therefore calls for:  
 

1. National Member Organizations to recognize 2011-2020 as the Decade of 
Action   for Road Safety in order to raise awareness about the growing road 

injury   epidemic, especially in low- and middle-income countries.   [6] 
2. Healthcare workers to support the road safety efforts of the United Nations, 

World   Health Organization, World Bank, multinational and regional 

organizations and   national road safety campaigns.  

3. Healthcare professionals and students around the world to take   action, 
promoting safety among patient populations and civil society through effective 
interventions and campaigns.    

4. Infrastructure and development banks to require safety standards on both 
existing and under construction roads in addition to performing safety audits 
of existing   infrastructure.    

5. Governments, mostly in low- and middle-countries, to address road safety 
issues through efficient policies, efficient information and prevention 
campaigns, sufficient support to capacity building and collaboration efforts 
between neighboring countries on all national, regional and local levels.  

6. Healthcare professionals and students to advocate for safety policies and 
funding for prevention from their   respective governments    

7. Governments and non-governmental organizations to publish improved 
statistics and estimate the total burden of injuries and deaths in communities, 
  hospitals, mortuaries, etc.    

8. Media to participate and spread these campaigns and efforts through 
worldwide and notably, in developing countries. 
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